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new constitution had placed in their hands. In vain
his adherents, under his brother Jovan, took up arms
against the Council. Milosh found himself deserted,
he was told that he must resign in favour of his
eldest son Milan. On the I3th of June, 1839, he
signed his abdication, and without saying a word,
amid the tears of his retinue, he, the second founder
of modern Servia, crossed the Save. But his career
was not over; twenty years later he was to return
and for a brief space once more rule his native
land.

Milan Obrenovic II., who succeeded his father, died
a  month  later, and  his health was  so  feeble that
during that brief   period  a  Regency  governed   in
his  stead.     Upon  his  death  there  broke  out dis-
putes  as  to  the  succession,  which  are   even   now
not   entirely   settled.      But   the   Senate   promptly
proclaimed Milan's younger brother Prince under the
title of Michael Obrenovic III., and the Sultan, as
suzerain, ratified the decision of the Senate.    But, in
order to impose a check upon the Prince, the Porte
placed Petronievic and Vouicic, two powerful nobles
who had acted as Regents for his brother, at his side.
Thus, at the very outset of his reign, Michael had
two dangerous rivals near his throne, who were cer-
tain sooner or later to plot against him.    The people
were discontented, for, as one of them said, " in the
time of Milosh we had only one ditch to fill with
money, but now we must fill seventeen, one for each
of the senators."     They demanded the removal of
the seat of government from Belgrade to Krusevac,
where it would be more independent, the trial of the